
Mission Grant Proposals  2020-2022 

 

1.   Northern Illinois Congregational Leadership Summits                                            $14,720 

Congregational lay leaders have a tremendous responsibility in carrying out God’s work in 

churches. The five Congregational Leadership Summits bring lay leaders together to provide 

training and resources designed to help them and their congregations effectively fulfill their 

roles, focusing on the District themes of Word, Wellness, and Witness. President Buss and his 

team have visited each of our LCMS district schools and many of our congregations. In those 

visits, they have encountered in congregational lay leaders both excitement and caution, 

enthusiasm and despair, energy, and exhaustion. These interactions have caused us to seek ways 

to equip and encourage congregational lay leaders directly. 

  

2. Dorcas Project-Leadership training for women in Ghana                                         $17,000 

Women in Ghana have a lower average annual income than men, are less likely to own land or 

property, even though they are expected to help provide for their families. The project aims to 

educate women leaders to understand teachings and confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Ghana as drawn from the Book of Concord, start a small business or expand their 

current businesses through financial education, and understand community financial resources 

for women, including digital financial services, assisting women to obtain small micro-loans, 

spreading the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus, mentor other young women of the church in 

the communities and play quality and focused role in spreading the good news by bringing more 

families to the saving knowledge of our Savior!     

    

3. Lutheran books for Buddhist Southeast Asia                                                             $15,000  

Imagine trying to understand and/or teach the Bible without a single Lutheran book in your 

language. What would you do? This is the situation faced by families and pastors throughout 

Southeast Asia. Mission congregations and LCMS partner churches are in desperate need of 

books for all aspects of our Christian life. With the help of the LWML NID, the Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation will translate and publish several thousand books like Luther’s Small 

Catechism and Bible Stories in Pictures in the languages of the people, which will be given free 

to the families and churches that need them. 

 

4. Jacmel Lutheran Home and Center of Refuge Orphanage                                       $15,000  

A Northern Illinois District grant would help Ministry in Mission, a Recognized Service 

Organization, lovingly serve the hurting people of Haiti during a dire time in the country’s 

history. Violent demonstrations against government corruption and President Moise’s scandal-

ridden past have brought the country’s shaky economy to a virtual standstill. Food and fuel are in 

extremely short supply. Current data predicts that by Spring 2020, forty percent of Haiti’s 

population will be facing severe food insecurity. A mission grant would help provide food for the 

Center of Refuge Orphans and also staff and operate the Jacmel Lutheran Home. 

 

 

5. Salam Christian Fellowship                                                                                           $18,000 

The ongoing missionary project of Salam Christian Fellowship, based at Peace Lutheran Church, 

Lombard, is to spread the Gospel among Middle Eastern and North African Muslims, by 

bringing people together from different tribal and cultural backgrounds. This involves creating 



new relationships and confidence. Relationships or "community" are an essential part of Middle 

Eastern cultures where people tend to associate with specific family or tribal units that visit daily. 

Salam's goal is to move Salam attendees from individual tribes to the one new tribe, the tribe of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

6. St John’s Youth Project, Country Club Hills                                                               $18,000 

God's people have been commanded to go and make disciples of all nations in Matthew 28:19. 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Country Club Hills, IL (established 1849) along with 

its school and other ministries, continues to serve the surrounding community, a notably diverse 

population, vigorously bringing and sharing the Word of the Lord, which is the mission of this 

church body. Despite the decline in the student population in the area, these youth are important 

to God, an essential part of a worshiping community and are the future of the faith in whatever 

area of the country or world they choose to serve. A strong youth program is critical to the faith 

development of the youth in the church and school and service to the community. 

 

7. Dr William H Griffin Community Center Food Pantry                                             $18,000 

The Dr. William H. Griffin Community Center, a ministry of Zion Lutheran Church, was 

inaugurated in 2008 to serve the community's needs and serve as a bridge for gospel outreach. 

The Center continues to serve approximately 300 individuals monthly through its weekly food 

pantry, clothing bank, and several outreach events organized throughout the year. Over the past 

ten years, it has remained faithful to the mission of fighting hunger. By helping to close the gap 

between the community's need for donated food and the amount of food available through 

collaborative efforts, this mission impacts hundreds of families yearly.   

 

8. Worship Anew Ministry to Aging and Unchurched                                                   $17,600 

Worship Anew, formerly known as Worship for Shut-Ins, celebrates the new life all people have 

in Jesus with a 30-minute televised broadcast service. Each program is closed caption for the 

hearing impaired and shares Christ's love through weekly scripture readings, favorite church 

hymns, prayers, and a Lutheran pastor sharing a message that reveals God's grace and truth. This 

project will assist in funding the broadcast fees for Worship Anew in northern Illinois and the 

over-the-air station WPWR MyTV 50 Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. in the Chicago television 

market. Worship Anew is uniquely positioned to reach the rapidly aging and unchurched 

communities in northern Illinois with the message of God's Word and in harmony with our 

Lutheran confessions. 

 

9. Phil’s Friends                                                                                                                   $10,000 

Phil's Friends mission is to provide Christ-centered support and hope to those affected by cancer. 

One of the ways we provide support is by providing a cancer care package that includes 

practical, comforting, and spiritual items (Bible included). The care packages are shipped free of 

charge or delivered to patients in Chicagoland hospitals. If awarded the grant, the money will go 

towards purchasing the spiritual items in our care package, including Bibles. The request for care 

packages is up 40% in 2019. This funding will allow Phil's Friends to provide Bibles and the 

message of the Gospel to a potential 2,800 more individuals affected by cancer. 

 

  


