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I Am the Heart of LWML
by LWML NID President Janice Gerzevske

We are the Heart of the LWML because we are HIS:

Held by His Word,

Inspired to share His Gospel, and

Surrounded by His grace.
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A PowerPoint entitled “I am the Heart of LWML” is available on the lwml.org website.  Go to the 
“Service” dropdown, select “I am the Heart of LWML” (https://www.lwml.org/heart-of-lwml), and scroll 
down until you find the link to view the PowerPoint or its accompanying script.

The vision is to promote a strong LWML identity among the women of the LCMS.  The goals of the 
campaign include each woman recognizing she was created to praise His name, reflect His glory, and 
share His love.

Our treasure is Christ, our heart is with Him and is shown in service to others through LWML.  
In the last issue of the NID-Bits, my article centered around “What’s your 80?”  In thanksgiving for 80 
years, we can reflect God’s love by blessing others with 80 of something, remembering events from 
the last 80 years, or sharing legacy concepts for carrying forth the LWML mission.

Below is a request from our Archivist-Historian! (It would be a wonderful way to help by doing 80 
pictures for our historical record.)

Thanks to everyone for being the Heart of LWML and sharing your love as part of the “What’s your 
80?” (Please send your 80 idea to be included in future issues of our NID-Bits.)

Sharing Our History
By Kris Blackwell, LWML NID Archivist-Historian

Do You Love Old Photos?
I am looking for a person or two who loves to look 
at historical photos and put together some 
collages, kind of like the boards you see at funeral 
homes.  I would like the photo scanned into digital 
format before being pasted onto a board.   For example, if something is labeled 
“LWML Retreat 1965,” use that as the JPEG name.   We would like this 

accomplished between February and May of 2022.   I would bring a tub to you and all you would have 
to supply is the poster board and glue plus the ability to scan.  Or it can be a team — one who scans 
and another who makes the collages.   They will be displayed at the 2022 Convention and some sent 
on to the national LWML.  Contact Kris Blackwell  archivisthistorian@lwmlnid.org  or 630-234-1491

We Need Your Stories!
Many of you are familiar with Jan Struck, the humorous interrupter, at the national conventions.  Well, 
I am not funny, but President Jan has asked me to interrupt the 2022 LWML NID Convention with 
snippets of history.  While I can certainly relate a lot of wonderful tidbits of history going all the way 
back to 1937 with the Northern Illinois Mission Endeavor Society and the first tin mite box, I would 
love to also have personal reflections.  I know that there are some ladies who have been in LWML as 
long as I have been alive!  If you are not able to write up your story of your fondest memory just call 
and talk to me and I will write your story down.  Think about all the retreats, conventions, and Lenten 
Inspirations we have had.  We also did Mission Servant Trips to learn about the missions within the 
district.  Maybe one of you went on an LWML Mission Trip with MOST.  These stories make the LWML 
NID come alive for the generations to come.  We might even be able to write them up into a PDF for 
distribution at the convention along with the Mission Grant History PDF that will be available in 
September of 2022.  Please call or email me: Kris Blackwell  630-234-1491  or  kbwrk123@gmail.com
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Have Peace, Take Heart!
John 16:33 — “I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  (ESV)

It would be great if we lived in this world without any troubles, 
difficulties, conflicts, worries, illnesses, or pain; then maybe we’d never 
experience trials and sorrows.

But the truth is we live in a fallen, broken and sin-sick world.  It often 
seems like as soon as we get through something, something else 
comes along.  Problems continue to interrupt our lives and make it 
difficult to find peace. 

Listen to Jesus’s words in John 16:33.

•“That in Me you may have peace”  

•“But take heart; for I have overcome the world.”

Peace is not just the absence of crisis.  The peace that Christ is 
speaking of is something only He can give.  Peace is our connection to 
Christ based on His Word.  No matter what we are going through in this 
life, Jesus encourages us to be courageous.  From where does this 
courageousness come?  Jesus has the answer, “But take heart, I have 
overcome the world.”  

Regardless of how the world tears us down, we have reason to live with 
the bold faith that Jesus Christ is the supreme King over the world.  He has victory over sin, He has 
victory over Satan, and He has victory over death.  He has given us salvation that can never be taken 
away.  He has given us the gift of eternal life because of our faith in Him.

In Jesus, we have healing and wholeness of heart and mind.  As our eyes are fixed on Him, we have 
peace, we have assurance, we have strength, and we have abundant life.  Have peace, take heart, 
for Christ has overcome the world.  Amen.

2022 LWML NID Theme
Our theme for the new year is Take Heart, based on John 
16:33.  Jesus said, “I have told you these things, so that in Me 
you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But 
take heart!  I have overcome the world.” (NIV)  All who attend 
the 2022 activities will be encouraged to let their heart (their 
true self) take courage; to grow in faithfulness, peace, hope, 
and good cheer; and to love those in need.  As we participate in 
the 2022 activities, we will be examining our physical heart and 
our intangible heart.

  3

Rev. Jeffrey P. Howell
Pastor
St. Paul Lutheran Church
—Grand Crossing
Chicago, IL
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Fun This Winter
By Sherrie Smith, Young Women’s Coordinator

The Young at Heart Women of LWML NID are very 
thankful for technology.  Technology seems to be the 
thing that keeps us together these days.  The second 
annual Advent by Candlelight was a great way to get 
focused for celebrating the birth of Jesus.  Women 
reflected on Joy, Peace, Hope and Love.  Jan Struck 
joined us from Florida to help us find joy even as we 
are standing in long lines at Walmart.  Pastor Howell 

shared an Advent devotional thought.  Shannon sang as everyone lit 
candles.  Advent by Candlelight was a very special night uniting us 
as sisters in Christ.

The Annual Winter Retreat also became virtual.  Friday night was a 
relaxing pajama party and sharing of a favorite mug. Kaye Wolff 
began her Bible study –- The (Wo)man in the Mirror.  We looked at 
the Proverbs 31 woman and continued our study on Saturday morning by looking at other examples 
of godly women in the Bible.  We are all fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God.  God can 
do extraordinary things with ordinary people just like us.  LeeAnn Himley led us in song.  The closing 
song was “Take My Life and Let it Be”—a powerful message of how we can live as God’s special 
creation.

The Young Women continue to pray for and with each other.  If you would like to be a part of that 
praying group or have a prayer request, email ywchairman@lwmlnid.org.  We are the women that 
God has made!  We will rejoice together! 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The (Wo)man In the Mirror

So God created man in His own image, in 

the image of God He created him: male and 
female He created them.  (Gen. 1:27)

2021 Advent by Candlelight

2022 Winter Retreat Participants Kaye Wolff, Study Leader

http://LWMLNID.org
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NID Grant Highlight
By Diana Maanum, LWML NID Vice President of 
Gospel Outreach

Lutheran Books for Buddhist Southeast Asia  
(Lutheran Heritage Foundation)
$15,000

Imagine trying to understand and/or teach the Bible without a single Lutheran 
book in your language.  What would you do?  This is the situation faced by 
families and pastors throughout Southeast Asia.  Mission congregations and 
LCMS partner churches are in desperate need of books for all aspects of our 

Christian life.  With the help of the LWML NID, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation will translate and 
publish several thousand books like Luther’s Small Catechism and Bible Stories in Pictures  in the 
languages of the people, which will be given free to the families and churches that need them.

2020-2022 NID Mission Grants
• Worship Anew Ministry to the Aging and Unchurched $17,600   ($17,600 — paid in full)
• Jacmel Lutheran Home and Center of Refuge Orphanage $15,000
• Dr. William H. Griffin Community Center Food Pantry $18,000   ($12,680.37 paid to date)
• Phil’s Friends — Christian cancer care packages $10,000   ($10,000 — paid in full)
• Dorcas Project — leadership training for women in Ghana $17,000   ($5,798.20 paid to date)
• Lutheran Books for Buddhist Southeast Asia $15,000   ($15,000 — paid in full)
• Salam Christian Fellowship $  1,150

Please make checks payable to: LWML NID.
Address for sending mites and memorials this biennium:
LWML NID
PO Box 958012
Hoffman Estates, IL  60169 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Waiting on the Lord
By Deaconess Lori Trinche, LCMS NID Human Care Liaison

I do not know about you, but I am not a fan of waiting in line at the grocery 
store, waiting for a red light to turn green, waiting for the mail, etcetera.  
You get the idea! 

Remember the Heinz ketchup jingle—“anticipation is making me wait?”  
The commercial showed a young boy waiting with great expectation for 
something better than the average ketchup—a promise of something 
richer, bolder, better.  The season of Advent showers us with the blessing 
of anticipation of the coming of the Messiah.  The One to rescue us from 
sin, death, and the devil.  The One Who restores our broken relationship 
with God and gives us hope and a future.  John the Baptist points us to 
something better—“Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world!”

As we wait for the coming of the new maternity home in the Northern Illinois District, it could be easy 
to get impatient rather than savoring the wait and what God is doing along the way.  In this season of 
waiting, He is weaving together so many new and beautiful relationships of people coming together 
for a common cause for life—strangers become friends; those that previously may only know each 
other as school sport competitors or “that other church that people go to down the road”, are now 
coming together to work together to uphold life, looking forward to the day that the moms served in 
this ministry will come to a home and church home that proclaims Christ and gives them hope and a 
chance for a better future!

We look forward with great anticipation and joy to the moms in crisis rescued and to the births of 
precious babies saved and to the baptisms and expansion of God’s family!

What a gift our time of waiting is, as more step forward to help and serve.  I think of Psalm 139 and 
the image of our being knit together in a secret place—of God knowing each day of our lives before 
we were even born.  God already knows exactly the time and place of the “birth” of this new home and 
has each day planned out for each resident and her precious baby.  How He has planned each of our 
days and our coming together to pray for and support this new home with our time, talents and 
treasures is all part of His plan.  It is all a good and perfect gift from God.  Let us celebrate the 
anticipation in thanks and great wonder as He continues knitting.  May we each pray about how we 
might help and then step forward boldly in faith in God’s promises. 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Serving Joy at
Our Savior

Carol Stream

Generations come together to serve!
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Lenten Inspiration—March 19
By Kirsten Smith, LWML NID VP of Christian Life

As the snow is slowly melting, it is time to start thinking about Lent!  The Lenten Inspiration will be 
Saturday, March 19th at Cross in Yorkville.  Come hear from Pastor Buckman on how the Lord has 
used him in the military to serve soldiers.  Our in gathering will go to those soldiers who need extra 
love and prayers.

Since COVID is still a concern, to keep everyone safe we will be stopping before lunch.  Breakfast will 
be in a designated area if you are comfortable with taking your mask off for a short amount of time. 
The Lenten Inspiration will also be live streamed. 

Registration will open soon! 

Cross Lutheran Church
8609 State Route 47, Yorkville, IL, 60560-9751, USA

LWML NID Happenings
Share your group’s event in NID-Bits!  Send a write-up to publicationseditor@lwmlnid.org

Trinity, Dwight (Zone 18) (submitted by Ruth Ann F.)

Our Women in Mission at Trinity “Goodfarm" in 
Dwight, Illinois, wanted to remember the residents 
and show our appreciation for the nursing home 
workers who have gone through so much extra 
effort these past months.   Upon calling the home to 
find out how many workers there were, and asking 
for a small gift suggestion, we were told that they 
would appreciate stylus point pens and the 
residents would appreciate Chapstick.   With the 
help of a Thrivent Action Team Grant, supplies were 
bought and eight women gathered on a Saturday 
morning to make gifts bags and add the Chapstick 
and a bit of candy for the 120 residents and color 
"Thank You" Christmas cards with the pens 
attached for the 100 staff at the Dwight nursing 
home and the assisted living home.

New Book Alert: The Gift of God’s Word (submitted by Pamella C.)

Pamella Christensen, a member of St. John's Lutheran Church in La Grange, IL, 
who has been an active member of LWML for the past 50 years, has recently had a 
book published:    The Gift of God's Word.   It includes two Bible studies, one 
on Genesis and one on the Book of Psalms;  many devotions based on Bible verses 
from Genesis to Revelation;  and a section called  “Pam Talks to Parents,” which 
encourages parents to raise their children as Christians.   The book is available in 
paperback and ebook formats on Amazon and at places where books are sold. 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NEW: LWML Teens Corner!
By Hannah Russell, LWML NID VP of Special Focus Ministries

Stamps for Missions
Did you know that cancelled postage stamps can earn money to support mites?

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League NID invites you to save postage stamps – especially 
during the holiday season and donate them for our mission goal.  Since 1997 Lutheran Women in 
Mission across the Northern Illinois District have been clipping, sorting, and sending in cancelled 
postage stamps.  You can, too.  Just send your trimmed cancelled postage stamps to us or bring them 
to any LWML NID event.  Then, we sort and sell them in batches to collectors and dealers at stamp 
shows and club auctions.

Learn more, including what not to trim, at https://lwmlnid.org/missions/stamps-for-missions/ 

Please send or deliver cancelled postage stamps to:

LWML NID
c/o Trinity Lutheran Church
1101 Kimberly Way
Lisle, IL  60532 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NID-Bits Book Club —
Mama Bear Apologetics™
By Miss Paige Turner

Mama Bear Apologetics™ edited by Hillary Morgan Ferrer
(Harvest House, 2019)

“…Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  (1 Peter 3:15 NIV)

This verse demands knowledge of Christian apologetics (reasoned arguments that explain our faith).  
It’s easy to overlook the need for such knowledge, especially if, like me, nearly everyone you know is 
a Christian.  Sure, a defense of the faith is necessary for evangelism and for times when we’re 
challenged, but surely daily watchfulness isn’t necessary, is it?  Mama Bear Apologetics™ dispels that 
dream pretty swiftly.  It turns out that unbiblical philosophies have a way of sneaking into one’s 
thinking, even through the use of redefined common language.

But fear not!  With Christ as our foundation, our house will not fall, especially if we buttress the walls 
by thinking critically about the philosophies we come across on a daily basis.  Speaking of those 
philosophies, I must say that I’d at least heard of most of the ones covered in the book, but I hadn’t 
realized that Self-Helpism and Emotionalism are actual worldviews.  Something like Pluralism (the 
belief that all religions are equally valid) is obviously antithetical to Christianity, but Self-Helpism?    
Huh?  Following it to its ultimate conclusion, though, makes it clear that at the end of the day, the 
adherent of Self-Helpism becomes their own ‘savior.’  (That philosophy smacks of Buddhism to me, 
but I could be wrong.)

The statistics regarding the youth exodus (from churches) sound grim, as does the fact that there are 
apparently atheistic children’s camps, as mentioned in chapter two, which train kids to argue against 
Christianity.  (When I read that, I immediately thought of the Christian comedian Tim Hawkins’s bit 
about “Atheist Kids’ Songs,” which can be found on YouTube if you’re curious.)  However, we have 
hope!  Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  The Truth within us will not be overcome by the 
cultural lies that surround us.  We will continue to be salt and light, though that may irritate some 
people, as mentioned in chapter four.

Are you prepared to answer for the hope within you?

(And don’t forget that having kids at home is not a requirement to be a “Mama Bear.”  Every Christian 
woman can face down cultural lies that threaten our churches’ kids!)

Thank you for joining the NID-Bits Book Club!  I hope that you (and your book buddies) enjoyed 
Mama Bear Apologetics™ and will continue to follow along on our bookish adventures.  You can find a 
PDF of discussion prompts for your group on the LWML NID website on the NID-Bits page.

Our next book will be…

The Centurion’s Wife  by Davis Bunn and Janette Oke (Bethany House, 2009)
This work of Biblical fiction follows Leah, a servant in Pontius Pilate’s house, and Alban, a Roman  
centurion, each of whom has been tasked with ferreting out the truth about the recently executed 
rabbi named Jesus.

Will you read with us?  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How Were Past LWML NID Presidents 
Nominated?
By Teena Dorn, LWML NID Nominating Committee Chair 2018-2022

“I never would have volunteered…”
…Sherrie Smith, LWML NID President 2006–2010 states.  She goes on to share “that she really didn’t 
have what she thought she needed to have to do it.”  Others had to tell her they thought she had the 
leadership skills to be president.  She continues, saying that she was supported by prayer and by 
those around her.

Barb Belanski, LWML NID President 2014–2018: “I was asked by the Nominating Chairman to serve.”

Janice Gerzevske, current LWML NID President (2018–2022), was asked by her close friend Marilyn 
Hess to run.

You can watch the full “LWML NID Presidents Interview” on the LWML NID YouTube page.

We all seem to have doubts about our leadership skills.  When we step out in faith and prayer we can 
be surprised.  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind.”  2 Timothy 1:7

The district convention in September 2022 brings with it a change in the LWML NID leadership.  
These offices need new leadership:

• President (4 year term)
• Pastoral Counselor (4 year term)
• Vice President of Gospel Outreach (4 year term)
• Vice President of Organizational Resources (4 year term) 
• Corresponding Secretary (4 year term)
• Finance Secretary (2 year replacement term, election in 2024)
• Treasurer (4 year term)
• Nominating Committee (North) (2 year term)
• Nominating Committee (South) (2 year term)
• Nominating Committee (East) (2 year term)
• Nominating Committee (West) (2 year term)

Terms are limited by our By-laws.  Consecutive terms are not permitted.

Would you like to assist in finding new leadership by being a member of the Nominating Committee?   
Are you ready to step out of your comfort zone in faith and prayer?  Or do you know someone that 
you feel might be a good fit for any of the above positions?  Call one of the members of the 
Nominating committee or go to: https://lwmlnid.org/lwml-nid-nominating-form/ to fill out the form for a 
nomination for a life-changing position with the LWML NID.  Or Contact Teena Dorn (Chair - South) for 
more information on a position you are interested in: nominatingcommchair@LWMLNID.org OR 
contact someone you know on the Team:
Teena Dorn (Chair — South) Gayle Thanepohn (West)
Judy Poellet (East) Jane Webster (North)  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Milwaukee Convention 2023
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people 
whom he has chosen as his heritage!  The Lord looks down 
from heaven; he sees all the children of man.  Psalm 33:12-13

Convention Logo:  The wooden cross reminds us of the 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus.  The banner of flags draped over 
the cross depicts the many countries of the world.  The waving 
motion of the flag banner symbolizes our life in the Holy Spirit 
and the proclamation of the Word of God into all nations.

A Word from the Host Committee
The 2023 Host Committee had our first meeting on November 20, 2021 via Zoom.  We went over 
many details.  President Debbie Larson joined us and shared her excitement about the convention.  
Deaconess Betty Knapp shared the theme and logo with us, which I hope all of you have seen as 
well. 

Our Department Coordinators are all in place.  We are still looking for some committee chairs and 
directors.  Please reach out to your district president if you have a desire to serve in some way.  
These committees will all need members as well.  Perhaps you don’t want to chair a committee but 
would like to serve on one.  Your district president can help you find a good fit for you.

Our next Host Committee meeting is at the beginning of May 2022, but committees will be meeting 
before then, so be sure to reach out to your district president if you have a desire to serve.  There is a 
place for everyone!

You can also reach out to me at any time.  I am happy to help you find the best way for you to serve.


Serving Him,

Anne Hartman

Host Committee Chair—Milwaukee 2023

annelwml@gmail.com

715-450-0681


A Word from Our Own Sherrie Smith, Personnel Coordinator 

The 2023 LWML convention is in Milwaukee and the LWML NID is one of the three districts that is 
hosting the convention.  We have the wonderful opportunity to be part of the team that makes the 
convention a mountaintop experience for thousands of people around the country.  Willing workers 
are needed.

Are you interested in welcoming attendees to the convention center and exhibit hall?  Or is reuniting 
lost objects with their owners something you would find joy in?  Maybe you are very organized and 
would like to schedule the convention workers.  Maybe your gift lies in fashion, and you would enjoy 
providing attractive, coordinated attire for committee members and workers.

There is a place for everyone to serve at this convention.  There will be a call for those who would like 
to serve only during the time of the convention later.  Now is the time for those who would like to be in 
on the pre-convention festivities.  If you need more information or would like to volunteer go to https://
lwmlnid.org/2023-lwml-convention-in-milwaukee-wi/.  Or email sherrie.lwmlconvention@gmail.com

We are blessed!  God has chosen us as His heritage.  We have the blessing of sharing this message 
with the attendees of the Milwaukee 2023 convention. 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Quarterly Subscriptions 2022-23
The Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly subscription renewal forms are emailed to current subscription 
holders’ society contact beginning the 3rd week in January.   The subscription prices for 2022-2023 
have not changed.  They are:
2022-2023 Pricing:

• 1 to 9 copies to a single address is $7.50 per copy per year 
• 10 or more copies to a single address is $6.00 per copy per year

Should your society contact not receive the emailed Quarterly renewal notice by Friday, January 28th 
you have two options: 

• Use the subscription form provided in this issue of NID-Bits
• Contact LeeAnn Himley, LWML NID Corresponding Secretary, at 

correspondingsecretary@lwmlnid.org providing your Zone Number, Church Name, and 
Church Address to request another form be emailed to you

The renewal form WITH PAYMENT must be postmarked no later than Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
to be included as part of the order required by LWML in St. Louis for the 2022-2023 
subscription year.  Please retain a copy of both the subscription renewal form and check for your 
society’s records.
After March 31st societies cannot cancel nor decrease their number of subscriptions.
For those interested in obtaining a large print or braille Quarterly a separate subscription can be set 
up by contacting the Lutheran Braille Workers directly at 909-795-8977.

Calendar
• March 19, 2022 — Lenten Inspiration at Cross, Yorkville (see pg. 7)
• September 23-24, 2022 — LWML NID District Convention (see pg. 2)
• June 22-25, 2023 — LWML National Convention in Milwaukee, WI (see pg. 11)
• June 26-29, 2025 — LWML National Convention in Omaha, NE

Announcements
• Zones can send meeting announcements to be posted on the LWML NID website, Facebook, and 

Instagram to president@LWMLNID.org for distribution.
• Follow the District on social media for the latest updates!  Use the links below, or click the icons on 

the www.LWMLNID.org website.
• Facebook:  LWMLNID — www.facebook.com/LWMLNID/
• Instagram:  LWMLNID — https://www.instagram.com/lwmlnid/ 
• Twitter:  LWML NID — https://twitter.com/LWMLNID 
• YouTube:  LWML NID — https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChA9AnqU21h2no7Q7QMiazw

You can reach the NID-Bits Editor at publicationseditor@lwmlnid.org  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2022 - 2023 LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY 
SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

Use this form to order your 2022-2023 Quarterly subscriptions.  Please enter the number of 
subscriptions you are requesting beginning with the Summer 2022 issue on the order form below.  

The form WITH PAYMENT must be postmarked no later than Tuesday, March 15, 2022 to be 
included as part of the order required by LWML in St. Louis for the 2022-2023 subscription 
year.  Please keep a copy of the form & check for your records. 

After March 31st societies cannot cancel nor decrease their number of subscriptions. 

QUESTIONS? contact LeeAnn Himley, correspondingsecretary@lwmlnid.org or call 847.280.0742 

Your check payable to LWML NID must be included with the order form and mailed to: 

LWML NID 
PO Box 958012 
Hoffman Estates, IL  60169-8012 

Please provide updated contact information. 

Cut and mail to address above                                                                                                        

Zone #  Society Name  

        

Society Address Street Address  

   City  Zip  

        

Primary Contact:       

Name     Phone   

email        

Secondary 
Contact:       

Name     Phone   

email        

        

Enter Number 
Subscrip0ons Descrip0on

Cost of Each  
Subscrip0on Total

10 or more Subscrip/ons $            6.00 $

1 to 9 subscrip/ons $            7.50 $

Amount Enclosed $

2022-2023 NID-BITS form

mailto:correspondingsecretary@lwmlnid.org


2020-22 Mite Goal
Collection Update

Goal: $157,000
By 6/30/2022

$0

$40,000

Mites Collected:
$138,824.10
As of 12/31/2021

Please make checks payable to: LWML NID LWML NID, PO Box 958012, Hoffman Estates, IL  60169

$80,000

We! Done!
Dec. 2021 Goal: $117,750
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